afterword, which considers the relation between touch and rhetoric, looking at the way bodies and language work in that favourite of early modern texts, Ovid's Metamorphoses; and Rebekah Smick's fascinating essay on the sensual appeal of architecture in a key renaissance text, the Hypnerotomachia Poliphili. Tracing an understanding of the relation between touch and knowledge through Aristotle, Boethius and Thomas Aquinas, Smick shows how a puzzling narrative featuring an unseemly fascination with buildings is in fact an allegory for how sensual understanding is key to ethical behaviour and ultimately to attaining a knowledge of God. This essay demonstrates some of the key virtues of this text: both how the essays resurrect for us different ways of understanding this neglected and somewhat suspect sense, and more importantly how they show that 
